IN PHILADELPHIA.
upon Kennedy — you know him, I believe ; if not, introduce yourself — he is a perfect gentleman, and will give you cordial welcome. Speak to him of my wishes, and urge him to sea the Secretary of War in my behalf, or one of the other Secretaries, or President Tyler. I mention in particular the Secretary of War, "because I have been to "W. Point, and this may stand me in some stead. I would be glad to get almost any appointment, even a $500 one, so that I have something independent of let-ters for a subsistence. To coin one's brain into silver, at the nod of a master, is, to my thinking, the hardest task in the world. Mr. Kennedy has been, at all times, a true friend to me—'lie was the first true friend I ever had— I am indebted to him for life itself. He will be willing to help me now, but needs urffing> for he is always head and ears in business." 1
Besides indulging in these plans Poe now remembered his old publishers, Loa & Blanclmrcl, and entertained the hope that they would undertake- a new edition of his "Tales," including- the best of those written since 1839. A few weeks after their first publication, he had written to Snoclgrasa, "I am happy to say that the edition is already very nearly exhausted." 2 On June 17, 1840, he amplified this statement by saying, " Touching my Tales you will scai-cely believe me when I tell you that I am. ignorant of their fate, and have never spoken to the publishers concerning them since the day of their
1  I'oo to Thomas, StocUlnrd, xciv., xcv.
2  Poo to Siioclgrass, December 19, 1839.   MS. copy.
